JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BTOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 26 OCTOBER 1993
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Status: (8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED

REFNO: 1075-0-01 (ACCNO 1384)
Date Status assigned: 11 Sep 1974

Name: MITCHELL, GILBERT LOUIS

Nationality AMERICAN 'Race  CAUCASIAN !Blood Chit .
Service NAVY ISex MALE !Blood type A -
Grade 04 'Hair  BROWN Complexion FAIR
SSAN IByes  HAZEL Weapon *

Serial No 680985 'Height 71 in /1.80 mtrs Weapon No  #

Birth date 10 Jul 1941 |Weight 160 1b 7/ 72.5 kg |Duty pos BOMB/NAV
Home State CALIFORNIA 'Religion PROTESTANT !PW Camp $
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INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

Site Type: CRASH SITE

UTM: 48QXJ734062
Lat/Long: 205058N / 1064001E
Country: NORTH VIETNAM

Military Region: 3

Mission Province: HAI PHONG
(formerly): HAIPHONG

Mission District: AN HAI )

Mission Date: 6 Mar 1968 2030L

Mission Category: 3

Local Analysis: Populated area.
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Folders Passed: Sep 93, Sep 85, Oct 83
Vessey Case: NO

Case type: DISCREPANCY
Survivability: (3) Unknown
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Vehicle Type: A6A Serial: 152922

Crash Type: Enemy action Engine Type: J52P6

Call Sign: FLYING ACE 511 1 Serial: #
Year: $ 2 Serial: §

pipapepnpepepepegererr T YT T T LT T T T T 1 SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY wussssccsasssusssssssssscns
# = Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

$§ = Item is not applicable to this case.
@ or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 26 OCTOBER 1993

momssnannnenmunueennnanews BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION swusssswseonmssmssmsmwswnssens

REFNO: 1075-0-02 (ACCNO 1394) Status: (K) REMAINS RECOVERED
Name: NELSON, RICHARD CRAWFORD Date Status assigned: 3 Aug 1984
Nationality AMERICAN IRace CAUCASIAN IBlood Chit .

Service NAVY lSex MALE IBlood type O +

Grade 04 'Hair  BROWN {Complexion FAIR

SSAN 'Eyes  BLUE IWeapon

Serial No 668762 'Height 72 in /1.83 mtrs |Weapon No #
Birth date 12 Jul 1941 !Weight 201 lb / 91.1 kg {Duty pos PILOT
Home State PENNSYLVANIA |Religion PROTESTANT |PW Camp S
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INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

Site Type: CRASH SITE

UTM: 48QXJ734062
Lat/Long: 205058N / 1064001E
Country: NORTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 3

Mission Province: HAI PHONG
(formerly): HAIPHONG

Mission District: AN HAI )

Mission Date: 6 Mar 1968 2030L

Mission Category: 3

Local Analysis: Populated area.
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Remains Repatriated: YES
Folders Passed: Oct 83
Vessey Case: NO
Survivability: (3) Unknown
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Vehicle Type: AGA Serial:s 152922

Crash Type: Enemy action Engine Type: J52P6
Call Sign: FLYING ACE 511 1 Serial: &
Year: $ ' 2 Serial: §

snsunnenssnusnsnssnnnsssuuss  SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY gy Y Y YT T LT L L LT

§ = Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.
$ = Item is not applicable to this case.
@ or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.
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CASE: 1075

mwms (CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS mm=
9 April 1975

ON 6 MARCH 1968 LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON, PILOT, AND LCDR GILBERT L.
MITCHELL, BOMBARDIER/NAVIGATOR, WERE CREWMEN OF AN AGA AIRCRAFT (BUNO
152922) ON A COORDINATED, FOUR AIRCRAFT STRIKE MISSION IN THE
HANOI-HAIPHONG AREA OF NORTH VIETNAM. EACH AIRCRAFT HAD A DIFFERENT
MISSION PLAN BUT ALL WERE UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE SAME FLIGHT LEADER.
LCDR NELSON’S TARGET WAS ONE OF THE MOST HEAVILY DEFENDED, WITH NUMEROUS
SURFACE-TO-AIR (SAM) MISSILE SITES; HEAVY, MEDIUM AND LIGHT ANTI-AIRCRAFT
ARTILLERY (AAA); PLUS OTHER AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AND SMALL ARMS.

ALL FOUR A6A STRIKE AIRCRAFT ACKNOWLEDGED A RADIO CHECK AFTER
LAUNCHING, AS SCHEDULED. THIS CHECK WAS THE LAST TRANSMISSION HEARD FROM
LCDR NELSON’S AIRCRAFT. IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES
LCDR NELSON TURNED OFF HIS IFF RADAR TRANSMITTER 35 MILES FROM THE COAST
LINE (XH 915 363) MAKING FUTHER TRACKING BY THE AIRBORNE CONTROL AIRCRAFT
IMPOSSIBLE. THE NEXT SCHEDULED CONTACT WITH THE STRIKE AIRCRAFT WAS THE
"PEET WET" (OVER WATER) CHECK-IN AFTER THE STRIKE. LCDR NELSON‘S AIRCRAFT
SHOULD HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE FIRST TO REACH THE "FEET WET" CHECK POINT.
WHEN HE FAILED TO CHECK-IN, A SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) EFFORT WAS BEGUN.

AN EXTENSIVE ELECTRONIC SEARCH WAS PERFORMED AND A VISUAL SEARCH WAS
STARTED AT FIRST LIGHT. AT NO TIME WERE DISTRESS SIGNALS OR BEEPERS
RECEIVED DURING THE STRIKE OR SAR EFFORTS. SAR EFFORTS WERE TERMINATED AT
1514 HOURS ON 7 MARCH 1968. AT NO TIME WAS A SAR CONDUCTED IN THE ACTUAL
TARGET AREA, BECAUSE OF THE EXTREME HOSTILE THREAT. (REF 1)

ON 7 MARCH 1968, HANOI RADIO BROADCAST THE FOLLOWING: "AT 1940 HOURS
YESTERDAY, THE PEOPLE’S ARMED FORCES AT HAIPHONG BLASTED DOWN ON THE SPOT
AN A6 JET, THE 200TH PLANE DOWNED OVER THE PORT CITY." LCDR NELSON’S TIME
ON TARGET WAS 2040 HOURS, SO THE NEWSCAST DOES CORRELATE CLOSELY WITH THIS
INCIDENT. (HANOI’S REPORT INDICATES THAT THEY HAVE MORE INFORMATION

RELATED TO THIS CASE). (REF 2)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
THIS INDIVIDUAL’S NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION
AVAILABLE. NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. LCDR NELSON IS CARRIED IN THE
STATUS OF REMAINS RECOVERED. LCDR MITCHELL IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE
PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.
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CASE: 1075

25 November 1985

ON 17 JUL 84 THE SRV RETURNED REMAINS ALLEGED TO BE GILBERT L.
MITCHELL WITH A PHOTO OF A DEAD PILOT. ON THE BACK OF THE PHOTO WAS
WRITTEN THE NAME MITCHELL, GILBERT L. HOWEVER, CIL-HI DETERMINED THE
REMAINS TO BE RICHARD C. NELSON. THE PHOTO IS BELIEVED TO BE THAT OF

GILBERT L. MITCHELL.

mumw SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===
22 August 1983

SOURCE REPORTS WITNESSING THE CRASH OF A JET AIRCRAFT AT APPROXIMATELY
2300 HRS IN 1968 IN THE VICINITY OF XJ 7208. HE ALLEGEDLY SAW ONE DEAD
PILOT WHO WAS SUBSEQUENTLY BURIED BY VILLAGERS IN THE VICINITY OF XJ 717
082. THIS POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON AND LCDR GILBERT

L. MITCHELL. (REF 3)

12 March 1984

SOURCE REPORTS THE SHOOT DOWN OF A U.S. JET AIRCRAFT DURING THE
MID-1960’S IN THE VICINITY OF XH 684 999. THIS POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO LCDR

GILBERT L. MITCHELL AND LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON. (REF 4)

SOURCE REPORTS THE SHOOT DOWN OF A U.S. JET AIRCRAFT AND THE BAIL OUT
OF THE PILOT IN THE VICINITY OF XJ 764106. THIS POSSIBLY CORRELTATES TO

LCDR GILBERT L. MITCHELL AND LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON. (REF 5)

12 September 1984

SOURCE CLAIMED HE OBSERVED AN AIRCRAFT CRASHSITE VICINITY OF XJ 726
086 THAT WAS SHOT DOWN IN OCTOBER 1967. SOURCE SAW THE BODY OF A DEAD
CAUCASIAN PILOT AND HEARD, BUT DID NOT SEE, ABOUT ANOTHER BODY AS CLAIMED
BY SPECTATORS. SOURCE’S INFORMATION POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO LCDR GILBERT L.

MITCHELL, USN. (REF 6)
14 April 1986
SOURCE PROVIDED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SHOOTDOWN OF ONE U.S.

AIRCRAFT AND DEATH OF TWO CREW MEMBERS AT THE HAI PHONG POL DEPOT
(VICINITY GRID COORDINATES XJ 720 080). THIS REPORT PROBABLY CORRELATES TO

COMMANDER NELSON AND COMMANDER MITCHELL. (REF 7)
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CASE: 1075

13 November 1990

THE SOURCE PROVIDED FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRASH OF A
U.S. AIRCRAFT AND THE DEATH OF THE PILOT, VICINITY XJ7208. THE LOCATION,
DATE AND TIME PROVIDED BY THE SOURCE CORRELATE WITH REFNO 1075.
CORRELATION IS LIMITED TO POSSIBLE BECAUSE THE LOSS LOCATION OF REFNO 1075

HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. (REF 8)

15 April 1991

SOURCE PROVIDED FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CONCERNING THE NIGHT CRASH OF A
U.S. AIRCRAFT IN THE SUMMER OF 1968 AT XJ727088. SOURCE HEARD TWO CREW
MEMBERS PERISHED IN THE CRASH. THE LOCATION, YEAR, TIME OF YEAR AND TIME
OF DAY CORRELATE WELL WITH LIEUTENANT COMMANDERS NELSON AND MITCHELL'S
INCIDENT. ADDITIONALLY, THIS REPORT IS CONSISTENT WITH PREVIOUS REPORTING

THAT CORRELATES TO THIS INCIDENT. (REF 9)

SOURCE PROVIDED A DESCRIPTION OF THE LOCATION, JUST OUTSIDE THE
HAIPHONG OIL TERMINAL, AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS WHICH CORRELATE WIELL
WITH THIS INCIDENT AND PREVIOUS REPORTING CORRELATED TO THIS INCIDENT.

(REF 10)

=== REFERENCES ===
12 September 1984

REFERENCES USED: <1> RPT , CB ATT SQDR 75, W/STATEMENTS, 15 MAR 68.
<2> MSG , FBIS OKINAWA, 070640Z MAR 68. <3> REFCON » HK83-024, 27
APR 83. <4> REFCN ,» HK83-040. <5> REFCON , HK83-041., <6> REFCON
’ 84-077, 22 JUNE 1984. <7> REFCON , HK86-084, 18 DEC 86. <8>
:89-352, JCRC LIAISON BKK, 26 JANUARY 1990 & HK89-354, JCRC LIAISON
BKK, 5 FEBRUARY 1990. <9> 89-423, 8 MARCH 1991. <10> 89-449, 22 MAY
1990. <11> CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI/J2/231202Z2 DEC 92. <12> 1011227 MAR 93
CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI. «<13> 1200022 MAY 93, CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI.
<14> JTF-FA DET 2 FAX (831-93), 3 SEP 93.

mue NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
3 August 1984

A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON GILBERT L. MITCHELL AND RICHARDC C. NELSON WAS
PASSED TO VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTER, NGUYEN CO THACH, ON 3 OCT 83 IN NEW
YORK BY ANN MILLS GRIFFITHS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF
FAMILIES. ANOTHER FOLDER WAS PASSED AT THE 9-28 SEP 85 TECH MEETING IN
HANOI. NELSON’S REMAINS WERE RETURNED TO THE U.S. BY THE SRV ON 17 JULY
84. STATUS CHANGE RES-K APPROVED BY THE ASGRO BOARD ON 3 AUG 84.

AT

CASE: 1075

wmw  NEGOTIATION ACTIONS w=w==

18 October 1993
CASE NARRATIVE FOR CASE 1075-0-01 WAS PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT DURING THE 29 SEP 93 COORDINATION MEETING.
wmm ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS w=m
9 April 1975
ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS: GILBERT L. MITCHELL, 1075-0-01, AND RICHARD C.
NELSON, 1075-0-02.
mm=e MAJOR COORDINATE CHANGE w=m
10 April 1975

COORDS CHANGED FROM XH 915 363 TO XJ 734 064 BASED ON LTR, ATT SQDR
75, 15 MAR 68, SUBJ: INCONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE OF DEATH: REPORT OF, WITH

ENCLOSURES.

we= ARCHIVAL RESEARCH INFORMATION ===
22 January 1993

TWO PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE CENTRAL ARMY MUSEUM CORRELATE TO REFNO
1075-0-01. PHOTOS ARE OF REMAINS (ROLL S5/FRAME 22) AND AN ENVELOPE WITH
VIETNAMESE ANNOTATIONS (ROLL S/FRAME 21). CORRELATION BASED ON VIETNAMESE
ANNOTATED NAME, AIRCRAFT TYPE, AND INCIDENT DATE. (REF 11)

11 March 1993

TWO PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE CENTRAL ARMY MUSEUM CORRELATE TO REFNO 1075.
PHOTOS ARE OF TWO VIETNAMESE EXAMINING U/I AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE (ROLL
167/FRAME 22) WITH VIETNAMESE ANNOTATIONS (ROLL 167/FRAME 23).
CORRELATION IS BASED ON TYPE OF AIRCRAFT, PROVINCE AND TIME OF LOSS
ASSOCIATED WITH REFNO 1075. (REF 12)

18 May 1993
ONE PHOTOGRAPH FROM THE CENTRAL ARMY MUSEUM CORRELATES TO REFNO 1075.

PHOTO IS OF A VIETNAMESE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE (ROLL 249/FRAME 10) WHICH
CORRELATES TO REFNO 1075 BASED ON CITY OF INCIDENT, AIRCRAFT TYPE AND

INCIDENT DATE. (REF 13)
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CASE: 1075

wma ARCHIVAL RESEARCH INFORMATION ===
15 October 1993

ON 31 AUG 93, THE VIETNAMESE TURNED OVER BRIEF CASE ASSESSMENTS FOR 11
UNRESOLVED CASES. THE ASSESSMENTS WERE IN RESPONSE TO A U.S. LIST OF
LOSSES FOR WHICH PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE SUGGESTED POSSIBLE SRV KNOWLEDGE
REGARDING THE LOCATION OF REMAINS. ONE OF THESE CASES WAS REFNC 1075, FOR
WHICH THE VIETNAMESE RECOMMENDED FURTHER INVESTIGATION. (REF 14)
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 13 DECEMBER 1993

BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

==========uu=u=nun=======:

REFNO: 1075-0-01 (ACCNO 1384) Status: (8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVEREI
Name: MITCHELL, GILBERT LOUIS Date Status assigned§ 11 Sep 1974
Nationality AMERICAN 'Race  CAUCASIAN iBlood Chit DATA
Service NAVY 1Sex MALE 'Blood type A -
Grade 04 tHair  BROWN iComplexion FAIR
SSAN , lEyes HAZEL |Weapon #
Serial No E)/kﬂj@’ tHeight 71 in /1.80 mtrs !Weapon No #
Birth date 10 Jul 1941 |Weight 160 lb / 72.5 kg iDuty pos BOMB/NAV
Home State CALIFORNIA Religion PROTESTANT 'PW Camp S
sreEzRsocnmenosoozmmonescoccensan STTE INFORMATION RN RO RNREE SR ERRE SRR
INCIDENT LOCATION (0)
Site Type: CRASH SITE
UTM: 48Q0XJ734062
Lat/Long: 205058N / 1064001E
Country: NORTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 3
Mission Province: HAI PHONG
(formerly): HAIPHONG
Mission District: AN HAT

Mission Date:

6 Mar 1968 2030L

Mission Category: 3

Local Analysis:

Folders Passed:
Investigations:
Surveys:

Populated area.

JTF"‘FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY -2 3% R 3 X% 32 2% R 2 N F X ¥ X-%-% 13
Sep 93, Sep 85, Oct 83

Oct 93

Oct 93

Vessey Case: NO

Case type:
Survivability:

~
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DISCREPANCY
(3) Unknown

VEHICLE DATA --BBBBB-=========B===H===-=====£
Serial:.152922
Engine Type: J52P6
1 Serial: #
2 Serial: §

Vehicle Type: A6A
Crash Type: Enemy action
Call Sign: FLYING ACE 511
Year: §

SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY
# = Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

§ = TItem is not applicable to this case.
@ or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available,




JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 13 DECEMBER 1993

RSN ODOErORECEROOOo DR n s BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION RS AROOR O ARSI R TS

REFNO: 1075-0-02 (ACCNO 1394) Status: (K) REMAINS RECOVERED
Name: NELSON, RICHARD CRAWFORD Date Status assigned: 3 Aug 1984

Nationality AMERICAN iRace  CAUCASIAN 'Blood Chit DATA
Service NAVY ISex MALE 'Blood type O +
Grade 04 IHair  BROWN |Complexion FAIR
SSAN |Eyes BLUE IWeapon #
Serial No I>/VEA' IHeight 72 in /1.83 mtrs |Weapon No #
Birth date 12 Jul 1941 |Weight 201 1lb / 91.1 kg |Duty pos PILOT
Home State PENNSYLVANIA |Religion PROTESTANT |PW Camp S

apnpuzmesnasnunsenueenseeeass S]ITE INFORMATION cronsnmcusmacommaroorsomeacomom

INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

Site Type: CRASH SITE

UTM: 480XJ734062

Lat/Long: 205058N / 1064001E

Country: NORTH VIETNAM

Military Region: 3

Mission Province: HAI PHONG
(formerly): HAIPHONG

Mission District: AN HAI

Mission Date: 6 Mar 1968 2030L
Mission Category: 3

Local Analysis: Populated area.

N RO CERROECSESmEOREEan JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY ===-=a========n=========:E

Remains Repatriated: YES
Folders Passed: Oct 83
Investigations: Oct 93
Surveys: Oct 93

Vessey Case: NO
Survivability: (3) Unknown

AN EENACNEERERREORSREOEO RS NS T VEHICLE DATA EECRER N RN CRARREENEEESESS IS

Vehicle Type: A6A Serial: 152922

Crash Type: Enemy action Engine Type: J52P6
Call Sign: FLYING ACE 511 1 Serial: #
Year: $ 2 Serial: §

A

AN NS ECEEORESEREOSaRRE S SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY B ONEN S S ERRESRE RS RS

# = Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.
§ = 1Item is not applicable to this case.
@ or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.
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CASE: 1075

=== (CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
9 April 1975

ON 6 MARCH 1968 LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON, PILOT, AND LCDR GILBERT L.
MITCHELL, BOMBARDIER/NAVIGATOR, WERE CREWMEN OF AN A6A AIRCRAFT (BUNO
152922) ON A COORDINATED, FOUR AIRCRAFT STRIKE MISSION IN THE
HANOI-HAIPHONG AREA OF NORTH VIETNAM. EACH AIRCRAFT HAD A DIFFERENT
MISSION PLAN BUT ALL WERE UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE SAME FLIGHT LEADER.
LCDR NELSON'S TARGET WAS ONE OF THE MOST HEAVILY DEFENDED, WITH NUMEROUS
SURFACE-TO-AIR (SAM) MISSILE SITES; HEAVY, MEDIUM AND LIGHT ANTI-AIRCRAFT
ARTILLERY (AARA); PLUS OTHER AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AND SMALL ARMS.

ALL FOUR A6A STRIKE AIRCRAFT ACKNOWLEDGED A RADIO CHECK AFTER
LAUNCHING, AS SCHEDULED. THIS CHECK WAS THE LAST TRANSMISSION HEARD FROM
LCDR NELSON’'S AIRCRAFT. IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES
LCDR NELSON TURNED OFF HIS IFF RADAR TRANSMITTER 35 MILES FROM THE COAST
LINE (XH 915 363) MAKING FUTHER TRACKING BY THE AIRBORNE CONTROL AIRCRAFT
IMPOSSIBLE. THE NEXT SCHEDULED CONTACT WITH THE STRIKE AIRCRAFT WAS THE
"FEET WET" (OVER WATER) CHECK-IN AFTER THE STRIKE. LCDR NELSON'S AIRCRAFT
SHOULD HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE FIRST TO REACH THE "FEET WET" CHECK POINT.
WHEN HE FAILED TO CHECK-IN, A SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) EFFORT WAS BEGUN.

AN EXTENSIVE ELECTRONIC SEARCH WAS PERFORMED AND A VISUAL SEARCH WAS
STARTED AT FIRST LIGHT. AT NO TIME WERE DISTRESS SIGNALS OR BEEPERS
RECEIVED DURING THE STRIKE OR SAR EFFORTS. SAR EFFORTS WERE TERMINATED AT
1514 HOURS ON 7 MARCH 1968. AT NO TIME WAS A SAR CONDUCTED IN THE ACTUAL
TARGET AREA, BECAUSE OF THE EXTREME HOSTILE THREAT. (REF 1)

ON 7 MARCH 1968, HANOI RADIO BROADCAST THE FOLLOWING: "AT 1940 HOURS
YESTERDAY, THE PEOPLE’'S ARMED FORCES AT HAIPHONG BLASTED DOWN ON THE SPOT
AN A6 JET, THE 200TH PLANE DOWNED OVER THE PORT CITY." LCDR NELSON'S TIME
ON TARGET WAS 2040 HOURS, SO THE NEWSCAST DOES CORRELATE CLOSELY WITH THIS
INCIDENT. (HANOI’S REPORT INDICATES THAT THEY HAVE MORE INFORMATION
RELATED TO THIS CASE). (REF 2)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
THIS INDIVIDUAL'S NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION
AVAILABLE. NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. LCDR NELSON IS CARRIED IN THE
STATUS OF REMAINS RECOVERED. LCDR MITCHELL IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE
JPRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.
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CASE: 1075

25 November 1985

ON 17 JUL 84 THE SRV RETURNED REMAINS ALLEGED TO BE GILBERT L.
MITCHELL WITH A PHOTO OF A DEAD PILOT. ON THE BACK OF THE PHOTO WAS
WRITTEN THE NAME MITCHELL, GILBERT L. HOWEVER, CIL-HI DETERMINED THE

REMAINS TO BE RICHARD C. NELSON. THE PHOTO IS BELIEVED TO BE THAT OF
GILBERT L. MITCHELL. )

=== SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===

22 August 1983

SOURCE REPORTS WITNESSING THE CRASH OF A JET AIRCRAFT AT APPROXIMATELY

2300 HRS IN 1968 IN THE VICINITY OF XJ 7208. HE ALLEGEDLY SAW ONE DEAD
PILOT WHO WAS SUBSEQUENTLY BURIED BY VILLAGERS IN THE VICINITY OF XJ 717

082. THIS POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON AND LCDR GILBERT
L. MITCHELL. (REF 3)

12 March 1984

SOURCE REPORTS THE SHOOT DOWN OF A U.S. JET AIRCRAFT DURING THE

MID-1960’S IN THE VICINITY OF XH 684 999. THIS POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO LCDR

GILBERT L. MITCHELL AND LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON. (REF 4)

SOURCE REPORTS THE SHOOT DOWN OF A U.S. JET AIRCRAFT AND THE BAIL OUT
OF THE PILOT IN THE VICINITY OF XJ 764106. THIS POSSIBLY CORRELTATES TO
LCDR GILBERT L. MITCHELL AND LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON. (REF 5)

12 September 1984

SOURCE CLAIMED HE OBSERVED AN AIRCRAFT CRASHSITE VICINITY OF XJ 726
086 THAT WAS SHOT DOWN IN OCTOBER 1967. SOURCE SAW THE BODY OF A DEAD
CAUCASIAN PILOT AND HEARD, BUT DID NOT SEE, ABOUT ANOTHER BODY AS CLAIMED

BY SPECTATORS. SOURCE’'S INFORMATION POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO LCDR GILBERT L.
MITCHELL, USN. (REF 6)

14 April 1986

SOURCE PROVIDED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SHOOTDOWN OF ONE U.S.
AIRCRAFT AND DEATH OF TWO CREW MEMBERS AT THE HAI PHONG POL DEPOT

(VICINITY GRID COORDINATES XJ 720 080). THIS REPORT PROBABLY CORRELATES TO
LOMMANDER NELSON AND COMMANDER MITCHELL. (REF 7)
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CASE: 1075

13 November 1990

THE SOURCE PROVIDED FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRASH OF A
U.S. AIRCRAFT AND THE DEATH OF THE PILOT, VICINITY XJ7208. THE LOCATION,
DATE AND TIME PROVIDED BY THE SOURCE CORRELATE WITH REFNO 1075.

CORRELATION IS LIMITED TO POSSIBLE BECAUSE THE LOSS LOCATION OF REFNO 1075
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. (REF 8) )

15 April 1991

SOURCE PROVIDED FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CONCERNING THE NIGHT CRASH OF A
U.S. AIRCRAFT IN THE SUMMER OF 1968 AT XJ727088., SOURCE HEARD TWO CREW
MEMBERS PERISHED IN THE CRASH. THE LOCATION, YEAR, TIME OF YEAR AND TIME
OF DAY CORRELATE WELL WITH LIEUTENANT COMMANDERS NELSON AND MITCHELL'S

INCIDENT. ADDITIONALLY, THIS REPORT IS CONSISTENT WITH PREVIOUS REPORTING
THAT CORRELATES TO THIS INCIDENT. (REF 9)

SOURCE PROVIDED A DESCRIPTION OF THE LOCATION, JUST OUTSIDE THE
HAIPHONG OIL TERMINAL, AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS WHICH CORRELATE WIELL

WITH THIS INCIDENT AND PREVIOUS REPORTING CORRELATED TO THIS INCIDENT.
(REF 10)

=== REFERENCES ===

12 September 1984

REFERENCES USED: <1> RPT CB ATT SQDR 75, W/STATEMENTS, 15 MAR 68.

<2> MSG FBIS OKINAWA, 070640Z MAR 68. <3> REFCON .83-024, 27
APR 83. <4> REFCN 83-040. <5> REFCON 83-041. <6> REFCON
84-077, 22 JUNE 1984. <7> REFCON 86-084, 18 DEC 86. <8>

89-352, JCRC LIAISON BKK, 26 JANUARY 1990 & 89-354, JCRC LIAISON
BKK, 5 FEBRUARY 1990. <9> 89-423, 8 MARCH 1991. <10> 89-449, 22 MAY
1990. «<11> CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI/J2/231202Z DEC 92. <12> 1011227 MAR 93
CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI. <13> 120002Z MAY 93, CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI.

<14> JTF-FA DET 2 FAX (831-93), 3 SEP 93. <15> CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH,
2002477 NOV 93.

s=c= NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
3 August 1984

A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON GILBERT L. MITCHELL AND RICHARDC C. NELSON WAS
JPASSED TO VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTER, NGUYEN CO THACH, ON 3 OCT 83 IN NEW
YORK BY ANN MILLS GRIFFITHS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF
FAMILIES. ANOTHER FOLDER WAS PASSED AT THE 9-28 SEP 85 TECH MEETING IN
HANOI. NELSON’S REMAINS WERE RETURNED TO THE U.S. BY THE SRV ON 17 JULY
84. STATUS CHANGE RES-K APPROVED BY THE ASGRO BOARD ON 3 AUG 84.
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CASE: 1075

=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
18 October 1993
CASE NARRATIVE FOR CASE 1075-0-01 WAS PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT DURING THE 29 SEP 93 COORDINATION MEETING.
mam ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS ===
9 April 1975
ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS: GILBERT L. MITCHELL, 1075-0-01, AND RICHARD C.
NELSON, 1075-0-02.
=a=  MAJOR COORDINATE CHANGE ===
10 April 1975

COORDS CHANGED FROM XH 915 363 TO XJ 734 064 BASED ON LTR, ATT SQDR
75, 15 MAR 68, SUBJ: INCONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE OF DEATH: REPORT OF, WITH

ENCLOSURES.

===  JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
2 December 1993

ON 7 NOV 93, IE1 TRAVELED TO DONG TIEN VILLAGE, AN HAI DISTRICT, HAI PHONG
PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE CASE 1075. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED ONE WITNESS WHO
PROVIDED INFORMATION ASSOCIATED WITH THIS CASE. THE TEAM ALSO TRAVELED TO
THE INCIDENT LOCATION AND OBSERVED NO EVIDENCE OF REMAINS, PERSONAL
EFFECTS OR EQUIPMENT. NO REMAINS OR MATERIAL EVIDENCE WERE FOUND DURING
THE INVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE. (REF 15)

=== ARCHIVAL RESEARCH INFORMATION ===
22 January 1993
TWO PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE CENTRAL ARMY MUSEUM CORRELATE TO REFNO
1075-0-01. PHOTOS ARE OF REMAINS (ROLL 5/FRAME 22) AND AN ENVELOPE WITH

VIETNAMESE ANNOTATIONS (ROLL 5/FRAME 21). CORRELATION BASED ON VIETNAMESE
ANNOTATED NAME, AIRCRAFT TYPE, AND INCIDENT DATE. (REF 11)

11 March 1993

TWO PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE CENTRAL ARMY MUSEUM CORRELATE TO REFNO 1075.
PHOTOS ARE OF TWO VIETNAMESE EXAMINING U/I AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE (ROLL
167/FRAME 22) WITH VIETNAMESE ANNOTATIONS (ROLL 167/FRAME 23).

CASE: 1075

CORRELATION IS BASED ON TYPE OF AIRCRAFT, PROVINCE AND TIME OF LOSS
ASSOCIATED WITH REFNO 1075. (REF 12)

18 May 1993

ONE PHOTOGRAPH FROM THE CENTRAL ARMY MUSEUM CORRELATES TO REFNO 1075.
PHOTO IS OF A VIETNAMESE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE (ROLL 249/FRAME 10) WHICH
CORRELATES TO REFNO 1075 BASED ON CITY OF INCIDENT, AIRCRAFT TYPE AND
INCIDENT DATE. (REF 13)

15 October 1993

ON 31 AUG 93, THE VIETNAMESE TURNED OVER BRIEF CASE ASSESSMENTS FOR 11
UNRESOLVED CASES. THE ASSESSMENTS WERE IN RESPONSE TO A U.S. LIST OF
LOSSES FOR WHICH PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE SUGGESTED POSSIBLE SRV KNOWLEDGE
REGARDING THE LOCATION OF REMAINS. ONE OF THESE CASES WAS REFNO 1075, FOR
WHICH THE VIETNAMESE RECOMMENDED FURTHER INVESTIGATION. (REF 14)




JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 14 MARCH 1994
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= === BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

REFNO: 1075-0-01 (ACCNO 1384) Status: (8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED

Name: MITCHELL, GILBERT LOUIS Date Status assigned: 11 Sep 1974

Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood Chit ' DATR

Service NAVY Sex MALE Blood type A -

Grade 04 Hair  BROWN Complexion FAIR

SSAN DT Eyes HAZEL Weapon #

Serial No 680985 Height 71 in /1.80 mtrs |Weapon No #

Birth date 10 Jul 1941 |Weight 160 1lb / 72.5 kg |Duty pos BOMB/NAV

Home State CALIFORNIA Religion PROTESTANT PW Camp S
mommmmmeT SITE INFORMATION ===ss=sooooooosssosSSSSsoosSmss
INCIDENT LOCATION (O)

Site Type: CRASH SITE

UTM: 48QXJ734062

Lat/Long: 205058N / 1064001E

Country: NORTH VIETNAM

Military Region: 3

Mission Province: HAI PHONG
(formerly): HAIPHONG

Mission District: AN HAI

Mission Date: 6 Mar 1968 2030L

. Mission Category: 3

Local Analysis: Populated area.

JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY

Sep 93, Sep 85, Oct 83
Oct 93

Folders Passed:
Investigations:
Surveys: Oct 93
Vessey Case: NO
Case type: DISCREPANCY
Survivability: (3) Unknown

— _—

VEHICLE DATA ===== =================

Vehicle Type: A6A Serial: 152922

Crash Type: Enemy action Engine Type: J52P6
Ccall Sign: FLYING ACE 511 1 Serial: #
Year: $ 2 Serial: $

= === SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY

Item pas been researched but data cannot be obfained.
Item is not applicable to this case.
or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 14 MARCH 1994

BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Status: (K) REMAINS RECOVERED

REFNO: 1075-0-02 (ACCNO 1394)

Name: NELSON, RICHARD CRAWFORD Date Status assigned: 3 Aug 1984
Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood Chit DATA

Service NAVY Sex MALE Blood type O +

Grade 04 Hair BROWN Complexion FAIR

SSAN DR Eyes BLUE Weapon #

Serial No 668762 Height 72 in /1.83 mtrs [Weapon No #

Birth date 12 Jul 1941 |Weight 201 1b / 91.1 kg |Duty pos PILOT

Home State PENNSYLVANIA [Religion PROTESTANT PW Camp

=== SITE INFORMATION

INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

Site Type: CRASH SITE

UTM: 48Q0XJ734062

Lat/Long: 205058N / 1064001E

Country: NORTH VIETNAM

Military Region: 3

Mission Province: HAI PHONG
(formerly): HAIPHONG

Mission District: AN HAI

Mission Date: 6 Mar 1968 2030L
Mission Category: 3

Local Analysis: Populated area.

= == JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY

Remains Repatriated: YES
Folders Passed: Oct 83
Investigations: Oct 93
Surveys: Oct 93

Vessey Case: NO

Survivability: (3) Unknown
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= VEHICLE DATA

Vehicle Type: A6A Serial: 152922

Crash Type: Enemy action Engine Type: J52P6
Call Sign: FLYING ACE 511 1 Serial: #
Year: $ 2 Serial: $

SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY

Item has been researched but data cannot be obfained.
Item is not applicable to this case.
or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.
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CASE: 1075

=== CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
9 April 1975

ON 6 MARCH 1968 LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON, PILOT, AND LCDR GILBERT L.
MITCHELL, BOMBARDIER/NAVIGATOR, WERE CREWMEN OF AN A6A AIRCRAFT (BUNO
152922) ON A COORDINATED, FOUR AIRCRAFT STRIKE MISSION IN THE
HANOI-HAIPHONG AREA OF NORTH VIETNAM. EACH AIRCRAFT HAD A DIFFERENT
MISSION PLAN BUT ALL WERE UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE SAME FLIGHT LEADER.
LCDR NELSON’S TARGET WAS ONE OF THE MOST HEAVILY DEFENDED, WITH NUMEROUS
SURFACE-TO-AIR (SAM) MISSILE SITES; HEAVY, MEDIUM AND LIGHT ANTI~AIRCRAFT
ARTILLERY (AAA); PLUS OTHER AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AND SMALL ARMS.

ALL FOUR A6A STRIKE AIRCRAFT ACKNOWLEDGED A RADIO CHECK AFTER
LAUNCHING, AS SCHEDULED. THIS CHECK WAS THE LAST TRANSMISSION HEARD FROM
LCDR NELSON’S AIRCRAFT. IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES
LLCDR NELSON TURNED OFF HIS IFF RADAR TRANSMITTER 35 MILES FROM THE COAST
LINE (XH 915 363) MAKING FUTHER TRACKING BY THE AIRBORNE CONTROL AIRCRAFT
IMPOSSIBLE. THE NEXT SCHEDULED CONTACT WITH THE STRIKE AIRCRAFT WAS THE
"FEET WET" (OVER WATER) CHECK-IN AFTER THE STRIKE. LCDR NELSON’S AIRCRAFT
SHOULD HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE FIRST TO REACH THE "FEET WET" CHECK POINT.
WHEN HE FAILED TO CHECK-IN, A SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) EFFORT WAS BEGUN.

AN EXTENSIVE ELECTRONIC SEARCH WAS PERFORMED AND A VISUAL SEARCH WAS
STARTED AT FIRST LIGHT. AT NO TIME WERE DISTRESS SIGNALS OR BEEPERS
RECEIVED DURING THE STRIKE OR SAR EFFORTS. SAR EFFORTS WERE TERMINATED AT
1514 HOURS ON 7 MARCH 1968. AT NO TIME WAS A SAR CONDUCTED IN THE ACTUAL
TARGET AREA, BECAUSE OF THE EXTREME HOSTILE THREAT. (REF 1)

ON 7 MARCH 1968, HANOI RADIO BROADCAST THE FOLLOWING: "AT 1940 HOURS
YESTERDAY, THE PEOPLE’S ARMED FORCES AT HATPHONG BLASTED DOWN ON THE SPOT
AN A6 JET, THE 200TH PLANE DOWNED OVER THE PORT CITY." LCDR NELSON’S TIME
ON TARGET WAS 2040 HOURS, SO THE NEWSCAST DOES CORRELATE CLOSELY WITH THIS
INCIDENT. (HANOI’S REPORT INDICATES THAT THEY HAVE MORE INFORMATION

RELATED TO THIS CASE). (REF 2)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
THIS INDIVIDUAL’S NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION
AVAILABLE. NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. LCDR NELSON IS CARRIED IN THE
STATUS OF REMAINS RECOVERED. LCDR MITCHELL IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE
PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

CASE: 1075

25 November 1985

ON 17 JUL 84 THE SRV RETURNED REMAINS ALLEGED TO BE GILBERT L.
MITCHELL WITH A PHOTO OF A DEAD PILOT. ON THE BACK OF THE PHOTO WAS
WRITTEN THE NAME MITCHELL, GILBERT L. HOWEVER, CIL-HI DETERMINED THE
REMAINS TO BE RICHARD C. NELSON. THE PHOTO IS BELIEVED TO BE THAT OF
GILBERT L. MITCHELL.

=== SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===
22 August 1983

SOURCE REPORTS WITNESSING THE CRASH OF A JET AIRCRAFT AT APPROXIMATELY
2300 HRS IN 1968 IN THE VICINITY OF XJ 7208. HE ALLEGEDLY SAW ONE DEAD
PILOT WHO WAS SUBSEQUENTLY BURIED BY VILLAGERS IN THE VICINITY OF XJ 717
082. THIS POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON AND LCDR GILBERT
L. MITCHELL. (REF 3)

12 March 1984

SOURCE REPORTS THE SHOOT DOWN OF A U.S. JET AIRCRAFT DURING THE
MID-1960’S IN THE VICINITY OF XH 684 999. THIS POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO LCDR
GILBERT L. MITCHELL AND LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON. (REF 4)

SOURCE REPORTS THE SHOOT DOWN OF A U.S. JET AIRCRAFT AND THE BAIL OUT
OF THE PILOT IN THE VICINITY OF XJ 764106. THIS POSSIBLY CORRELTATES TO
LCDR GILBERT L. MITCHELL AND LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON. (REF 5)

12 September 1984

SOURCE CLAIMED HE OBSERVED AN AIRCRAFT CRASHSITE VICINITY OF XJ 726
086 THAT WAS SHOT DOWN IN OCTOBER 1967. SOURCE SAW THE BODY OF A DEAD
CAUCASIAN PILOT AND HEARD, BUT DID NOT SEE, ABOUT ANOTHER BODY AS CLAIMED
BY SPECTATORS. SOURCE’S INFORMATION POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO LCDR GILBERT L.
MITCHELL, USN. (REF 6)

14 April 1986

SOURCE PROVIDED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SHOOTDOWN OF ONE U.S.
AIRCRAFT AND DEATH OF TWO CREW MEMBERS AT THE HAI PHONG POL DEPOT
(VICINITY GRID COORDINATES XJ 720 080). THIS REPORT PROBABLY CORRELATES TO
COMMANDER NELSON AND COMMANDER MITCHELL. (REF 7)




CASE: 1075

13 November 1990

- THE SOURCE PROVIDED FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRASH OF A
U.S. AIRCRAFT AND THE DEATH OF THE PILOT, VICINITY XJ7208. THE LOCATION,
DATE AND TIME PROVIDED BY THE SOURCE CORRELATE WITH REFNO 1075.
CORRELATION IS LIMITED TO POSSIBLE BECAUSE THE LOSS LOCATION OF REFNO 1075

HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. (REF 8)

15 April 1991

SOURCE PROVIDED FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CONCERNING THE NIGHT CRASH OF A
U.S. AIRCRAFT IN THE SUMMER OF 1968 AT XJ727088. SOURCE HEARD TWO CREW
MEMBERS PERISHED IN THE CRASH. THE LOCATION, YEAR, TIME OF YEAR AND TIME
OF DAY CORRELATE WELL WITH LIEUTENANT COMMANDERS NELSON AND MITCHELL'S
INCIDENT. ADDITIONALLY, THIS REPORT IS CONSISTENT WITH PREVIOUS REPORTING
THAT CORRELATES TO THIS INCIDENT. (REF 9)

SOURCE PROVIDED A DESCRIPTION OF THE LOCATION, JUST OUTSIDE THE
HAIPHONG OIL TERMINAL, AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS WHICH CORRELATE WIELL
WITH THIS INCIDENT AND PREVIOUS REPORTING CORRELATED TO THIS INCIDENT.

(REF 10)

=== REFERENCES ===
12 September 1984

REFERENCES USED: <1> RPT , CB ATT SQDR 75, W/STATEMENTS, 15 MAR 68.

<2> MSG , FBIS , 070640Z MAR 68. <3> REFCON ’ 83-024, 27
APR 83. <4> REFCN p 83-040. <5> REFCON ' 83-041. <6> REFCON
84-077, 22 JUNE 1984. <7> REFCON p 86-084, 18 DEC 86. <8>
89-352, JCRC LIAISON BKK, 26 JANUARY 1990 & 89-354, JCRC LIAISON
BKK, 5 FEBRUARY 1990. <9> 89-423, 8 MARCH 1991. <10> .89-449, 22 MAY
1990. <11> CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI/J2/231202Z DEC 92. <12> 1011227 MAR 93
CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI. <13> 1200022 MAY 93, CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI.
<14> JTF-FA DET 2 FAX (831-93), 3 SEP 93. <15> CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH,
2002472 NOV 93. <16> CDR, JTF-FA 181142Z FEB 94.

!

=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
3 August 1984

A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON GILBERT L. MITCHELL AND RICHARDC C. NELSON WAS
PASSED TO VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTER, NGUYEN CO THACH, ON 3 OCT 83 IN NEW
YORK BY ANN MILLS GRIFFITHS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF
FAMILIES. ANOTHER FOLDER WAS PASSED AT THE 9-28 SEP 85 TECH MEETING IN
HANOI. NELSON’S REMAINS WERE RETURNED TO THE U.S. BY THE SRV ON 17 JULY
84. STATUS CHANGE RES-K APPROVED BY THE ASGRO BOARD ON 3 AUG 84.
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CASE: 1075

=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
18 October 1993
CASE NARRATIVE FOR CASE 1075-0-01 WAS PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT DURING THE 29 SEP 93 COORDINATION MEETING.

== ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS ===

9 April 1975

ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS: GILBERT L. MITCHELL, 1075-0-01, AND RICHARD C.
NELSON, 1075-0-02.

=== MAJOR COORDINATE CHANGE ===
10 April 1975

COORDS CHANGED FROM XH 915 363 TO XJ 734 064 BASED ON LTR, ATT SQDR
75, 15 MAR 68, SUBJ: INCONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE OF DEATH: REPORT OF, WITH

ENCLOSURES.

=== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
2 December 1993

ON 7 NOV 93, IE1 TRAVELED TO DONG TIEN VILLAGE, AN HAI DISTRICT, HAI PHONG
PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE CASE 1075. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED ONE WITNESS WHO
PROVIDED INFORMATION ASSOCIATED WITH THIS CASE. THE TEAM ALSO TRAVELED TO
THE INCIDENT LOCATION AND OBSERVED NO EVIDENCE OF REMAINS, PERSONAL
EFFECTS OR EQUIPMENT. NO REMAINS OR MATERIAL EVIDENCE WERE FOUND DURING
THE INVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE. (REF 15)

=== ARCHIVAL RESEARCH INFORMATION ===
22 January 1993
TWO PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE CENTRAL ARMY MUSEUM CORRELATE TO REFNO
1075-0-01. PHOTOS ARE OF REMAINS (ROLL 5/FRAME 22) AND AN ENVELOPE WITH

VIETNAMESE ANNOTATIONS (ROLL 5/FRAME 21). CORRELATION BASED ON VIETNAMESE
ANNOTATED NAME, AIRCRAFT TYPE, AND INCIDENT DATE. (REF 11)

11 March 1993
TWO PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE CENTRAL ARMY MUSEUM CORRELATE TO REFNO 1075.

PHOTOS ARE OF TWO VIETNAMESE EXAMINING U/I AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE (ROLL
167 /FRAME 22) WITH VIETNAMESE ANNOTATIONS (ROLL 167/FRAME 23).
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CASE: 1075
CORRELATION IS BASED ON TYPE OF AIRCRAFT, PROVINCE AND TIME OF LOSS
ASSOCIATED WITH REFNO 1075. (REF 12)

18 May 1993

ONE PHOTOGRAPH FROM THE CENTRAL ARMY MUSEUM CORRELATES TO REFNO 1075.
PHOTO IS OF A VIETNAMESE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE (ROLL 249/FRAME 10) WHICH
CORRELATES TO REFNO 1075 BASED ON CITY OF INCIDENT, AIRCRAFT TYPE AND

INCIDENT DATE. (REF 13)

15 October 1993

ON 31 AUG 93, THE VIETNAMESE TURNED OVER BRIEF CASE ASSESSMENTS FOR 11
UNRESOLVED CASES. THE ASSESSMENTS WERE IN RESPONSE TO A U.S. LIST OF
LOSSES FOR WHICH PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE SUGGESTED POSSIBLE SRV KNOWLEDGE
REGARDING THE LOCATION OF REMAINS. ONE OF THESE CASES WAS REFNO 1075, FOR
WHICH THE VIETNAMESE RECOMMENDED FURTHER INVESTIGATION. (REF 14)

2 March 1994

IN NOV 92, THE VIETNAMESE PROVIDED A DOCUMENT TITLED "AIRCRAFT SHOOTDOWN

HISTORY OF 350TH HQ (FROM 1965 - 1968 IN HAIPHONG)." LINE ENTRY # 100 OF
THIS DOCUMENT PROBABLY CORRELATES TO REFNO 1075, BASED ON INCIDENT DATE,

AIRCRAFT TYPE AND LOSS LOCATION. (REF 16)

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 10 MAY 1994

========= BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION =

REFNO: 1075-0-01 (ACCNO 1384)

Status: (8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED

Name: MITCHELL, GILBERT LOUIS Date Status assigned: 11 Sep 1974
Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood Chit UOATA
Service NAVY Sex MALE Blood type A -

Grade 04 Hair  BROWN Complexion FAIR

SSAN PATA Eyes HAZEL Weapon #

Serial No 680985 Height 71 in /1.80 mtrs {Weapon No #

Birth date 10 Jul 1941 (Weight 160 1b / 72.5 kg |[Duty pos BOMB/NAV
Home State CALIFORNIA Religion PROTESTANT PW Camp S

SITE INFORMATION =

INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

Site Type: CRASH SITE

UTM: 480QXJ734062

Lat/Long: 205058N / 1064001E

Country: NORTH VIETNAM

Military Region: 3

Mission Province: HAI PHONG
(formerly): HATPHONG

Mission District: AN HAI

Mission Date: 6 Mar 1968 2030L
Mission Category: 3

Local Analysis: Populated area.

== === 'JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY

Folders Passed:
Investigations:
Surveys: Oct 93
Vessey Case: NO
Case type: DISCREPANCY
Survivability: (3) Unknown"

Sep 93, Sep 85, Oct 83
Oct 93

]

=== . VEHICLE DATA

Vehicle Type: A6A
Crash Type: Enemy action

Serial: 152922
Engine Type: J52P6

Call Sign: FLYING ACE 511 1 Serial: #
Year: $ 2 Serial: $
= - SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY
# = Item bas been researched but data cannot be obtained.
$ = 1Item is not applicable to this case.

@ or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.




JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

CASE: 1075

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 10 MAY 1994
=== CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===

_________ R ====== BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 9 April 1975

ON 6 MARCH 1968 LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON, PILOT, AND LCDR GILBERT L.
MITCHELL, BOMBARDIER/NAVIGATOR, WERE CREWMEN OF AN A6A AIRCRAFT (BUNO
152922) ON A COORDINATED, FOUR AIRCRAFT STRIKE MISSION IN THE

REFNO: 1075-0-02 (ACCNO 1394) Status: (K) REMAINS RECOVERED
Name: NELSON, RICHARD CRAWFORD Date Status assigned: 3 Aug 1984

Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood Chit ~DATA HANOI-HAIPHONG AREA OF NORTH VIETNAM. EACH AIRCRAFT HAD A DIFFERENT
Service NAVY Sex  MALE Blood type O # MISSION PLAN BUT ALL WERE UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE SAME FLIGHT. LEADER.
Grade 04 Hair  BROWN Complexion FAIR LCDR NELSON’S TARGET WAS ONE OF THE MOST HEAVILY DEFENDED, WITH NUMEROUS
e DATA Eves  BLUE Weapon ! SURFACE-TO-AIR (SAM) MISSILE SITES; HEAVY, MEDIUM AND LIGHT ANTI-AIRCRAFT

Serial No 668762 Height 72 in /1.83 mtrs |Weapon No # ARTILLERY (AAA); PLUS OTHER AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AND SMALL ARMS.

Birth date 12 Jul 1941 |Weight 201 1b / 91.1 kg [Duty pos PILOT

Home State PENNSYLVANIA |Religion PROTESTANT PW Camp $
~ ALL FOUR A6A STRIKE AIRCRAFT ACKNOWLEDGED A RADIO CHECK AFTER
R SITE INFORMATION = = LAUNCHING, AS SCHEDULED. THIS CHECK WAS THE LAST TRANSMISSION HEARD FROM
LCDR NELSON’S AIRCRAFT. IN ACZORDANCE WITH STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES
INCIDENT LOCATION (O0) LCDR NELSON TURNED OFF HIS IFF RADAR TRANSMITTER 35 MILES FROM THE COAST
LINE (XH 915 363) MAKING FUTHER TRACKING BY THE AIRBORNE CONTROL AIRCRAFT
CRASH SITE IMPOSSIBLE. THE NEXT SCHEDULED CONTACT WITH THE STRIKE AIRCRAFT WAS THE

Site Type:

UTM: YP 48QXJ734062 "FEET WET" (OVER WATER) CHECK-IN AFTER THE STRIKE. LCDR NELSON’S AIRCRAFT
Lat/Long: 205058N [/ 1064001E SHOULD HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE FIRST TO REACH THE "FEET WET" CHECK POINT.
Country: NORTH VIETNAM WHEN HE FAILED TO CHECK-IN, A SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) EFFORT WAS BEGUN.
Military Region: 3

Mission Province: HAI PHONG
(formerly): HAIPHONG
Mission District: AN HAI

AN EXTENSIVE ELECTRONIC SEARCH WAS PERFORMED AND A VISUAL SEARCH WAS
STARTED AT FIRST LIGHT. AT NO TIME WERE DISTRESS SIGNALS OR BEEPERS

Mission Date: 6 Mar 1968 2030L RECEIVED DURING THE STRIKE OR SAR EFFORTS. SAR EFFORTS WERE TERMINATED AT
Mission Category: 3 1514 HOURS ON 7 MARCH 1968. AT NO TIME WAS A SAR CONDUCTED IN THE ACTUAL
Local Analysis: Populated area. TARGET AREA, BECAUSE OF THE EXTREME HOSTILE THREAT. (REF 1)

JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY === =

ON 7 MARCH 1968, HANOI RADIO BROADCAST THE FOLLOWING: "AT 1940 HOURS
YESTERDAY, THE PEOPLE’S ARMED FORCES AT HAIPHONG BLASTED DOWN ON THE SPOT

Remains Repatriated: YES
AN A6 JET, THE 200TH PLANE DOWNED OVER THE PORT CITY." LCDR NELSON’S TIME

Folders Passed: Oct 83

Investigations: Oct 93 ON TARGET WAS 2040 HOURS, SO THE NEWSCAST DOES CORRELATE CLOSELY WITH THIS
Surveys: Oct 93 INCIDENT. (HANOI’S REPORT INDICATES THAT THEY HAVE MORE INFORMATION
Vessey Case: NO RELATED TO THIS CASE). (REF 2)
Survivability: (3) Unknown.
============ ====== s VEHICLE DATA == = DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
! . ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND JNSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
Vehicle Type: A6A Serial: 152922 THIS INDIVIDUAL’S NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE
Crash Type: Eneny {action Engine Type: J52P6 FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION
call Sign: FLYING ACE 511 1 Serial: # AVAILABLE. NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. LCDR NELSON IS CARRIED IN THE
Year: $ ; 2 Serial: $ STATUS OF REMAINS RECOVERED. LCDR MITCHELL IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE

PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

m=====s=ss=ms ! SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY ==

Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.
Item is not applicable to this case.
or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.




CASE: 1075

' 25 November 1985

ON 17 JUL 84 THE SRV RETURNED REMAINS ALLEGED TO BE GILBERT L.
MITCHELL WITH A PHOTO OF A DEAD PILOT. ON THE BACK OF THE PHOTO WAS
WRITTEN THE NAME MITCHELL, GILBERT L. HOWEVER, CIL-HI DETERMINED THE
REMAINS TO BE RICHARD C. NELSON. THE PHOTO IS BELIEVED TO BE THAT OF

GILBERT L. MITCHELL.

=== SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===
22 August 1983

SOURCE REPORTS WITNESSING THE CRASH OF A JET AIRCRAFT AT APPROXIMATELY
2300 HRS IN 1968 IN THE VICINITY OF XJ 7208. HE ALLEGEDLY SAW ONE DEAD
PILOT WHO WAS SUBSEQUENTLY BURIED BY VILLAGERS IN THE VICINITY OF XJ 717
082. THIS POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON AND LCDR GILBERT
L. MITCHELL. (REF 3)

12 March 1984

SOURCE REPORTS THE SHOOT DOWN OF A U.S. JET AIRCRAFT DURING THE
MID-1960’S IN THE VICINITY OF XH 684 999. THIS POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO LCDR
GILBERT L. MITCHELL AND LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON. (REF 4)

SOURCE REPORTS THE SHOOT DOWN OF A U.S. JET AIRCRAFT AND THE BAIL OUT
OF THE PILOT IN THE VICINITY OF XJ 764106. THIS POSSIBLY CORRELTATES TO
LCDR GILBERT L. MITCHELL AND LCDR RICHARD C. NELSON. (REF 5)

12 September 1984

SOURCE CLAIMED HE OBSERVED AN AIRCRAFT CRASHSITE VICINITY OF XJ 726
086 THAT WAS SHOT DOWN IN OCTOBER 1967. SOURCE SAW THE BODY OF A DEAD
CAUCASIAN PILOT AND HEARD, BUT DID NOT SEE, ABOUT ANOTHER BODY AS CLAIMED
BY SPECTATORS. SOURCE’S INFORMATION POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO LCDR GILBERT L.
MITCHELL, USN. (REF 6)

14 April 1986

SOURCE PROVIDED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE SHOOTDOWN OF ONE U.S.
ATRCRAFT AND DEATH OF TWO CREW MEMBERS AT THE HAI PHONG POL DEPOT
(VICINITY GRID COORDINATES XJ 720 080). THIS REPORT PROBABLY CORRELATES TO
COMMANDER NELSON AND COMMANDER MITCHELL. (REF 7)
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CASE: 1075

13 November 1990

THE SOURCE PROVIDED FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRASH OF A
U.S. AIRCRAFT AND THE DEATH OF THE PILOT, VICINITY XJ7208. THE LOCATION,
DATE AND TIME PROVIDED BY THE SOURCE CORRELATE WITH REFNO 1075.
CORRELATION IS LIMITED TO POSSIBLE BECAUSE THE LOSS LOCATION OF REFNO 1075
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. (REF 8)

15 April 1991

SOURCE PROVIDED FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CONCERNING THE NIGHT CRASH OF A
U.S. AIRCRAFT IN THE SUMMER OF 1968 AT XJ727088. SOURCE HEARD TWO CREW
MEMBERS PERISHED IN THE CRASH. THE LOCATION, YEAR, TIME OF YEAR AND TIME
OF DAY CORRELATE WELL WITH LIEUTENANT COMMANDERS NELSON AND MITCHELL’S
INCIDENT. ADDITIONALLY, THIS REPORT IS CONSISTENT WITH PREVIOUS REPORTING
THAT CORRELATES TO THIS INCIDENT. (REF 9)

SOURCE PROVIDED A DESCRIPTION OF THE LOCATION, JUST OUTSIDE THE
HAIPHONG OIL TERMINAL, AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS WHICH CORRELATE WIELL
WITH THIS INCIDENT AND PREVIOUS REPORTING CORRELATED TO THIS INCIDENT.
(REF 10)

» === REFERENCES ===
12 September 1984

REFERENCES USED: <1> RPT CB ATT SQDR 75, W/STATEMENTS, 15 MAR 68.
<2> MSG , FBIS OKINAWA, 070640Z MAR 68. <3> REFCON 83-024, 27
APR 83. <4> REFCN 83-040. <5> REFCON .83-041. <6> REFCON

84-077, 22 JUNE 1984. <7> REFCON 86-084, 18 DEC 86. <8>

39-352, JCRC LIAISCN BKK, 26 JANUARY 1990 & 89-354, JCRC LIAISON
BKK, 5 FEBRUARY 1990. <S> (89-423, 8 MARCH 1991. <10> 89-449, 22 MAY
1990. <11> CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI/J2/231202Z DEC 92. <12> 1011227 MAR 93
CDR JTF~-FA HONOLULU HI. <13> 1200022 MAY 93, CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI.
<14> JTF-FA DET 2 FAX (831-93), 3 SEP 93. <15> CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH,
200247Z NOV 93. <16> CDR, JTF-FA 1811422 FEB 94. <17> MFR, CASUALTY
RESOLUTION SUPERVISOR, DET TWO, 14 DEC 93.

=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
3 August 1984

A NEGOTIATION FOLDER:ON GILBERT L. MITCHELL AND RICHARDC C. NELSON WAS
PASSED TO VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTER, NGUYEN CO THACH, ON 3 OCT 83 IN NEW
YORK BY ANN MILLS GRIFFITHS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF
FAMILIES. ANOTHER FOLDER WAS PASSED AT THE 9-28 SEP 85 TECH MEETING IN
HANOI. NELSON’S REMAINS WERE RETURNED TO THE U.S. BY THE SRV ON 17 JULY
84. STATUS CHANGE RES-K APPROVED BY THE ASGRO BOARD ON 3 AUG 84.
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CASE: 1075

18 October 1993
CASE NARRATIVE FOR CASE 1075-~0-01 WAS PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT DURING THE 29 SEP 93 COORDINATION MEETING.
=== ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS === -
9 April 1975
ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUALS: GILBERT L. MITCHELL, 1075-0-01, AND RICHARD C.
NELSON, 1075-0-02.
=== MAJOR COORDINATE CHANGE ===
10 April 1975

COORDS CHANGED FROM XH 915 363 TO XJ 734 064 BASED ON LTR, ATT SQDR
75, 15 MAR 68, SUBJ: INCONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE OF DEATH: REPORT OF, WITH

ENCLOSURES.

=== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
2 December 1993

ON 7 NOV 93, IE1 TRAVELED TO DONG TIEN VILLAGE, AN HAI DISTRICT, HAI PHONG
PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE CASE 1075. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED ONE WITNESS WHO
PROVIDED INFORMATION ASSOCIATED WITH THIS CASE. THE TEAM ALSO TRAVELED TO
THE INCIDENT LOCATION AND OBSERVED NO EVIDENCE OF REMAINS, PERSONAL
EFFECTS OR EQUIPMENT. NO REMAINS OR MATERIAL EVIDENCE WERE FOUND DURING
THE INVESTIGATION OF THIS CASE. (REF 15)

=== ARCHIVAL RESEARCH INFORMATION ===
22 January 1993
TWO PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE CENTRAL ARMY MUSEUM CORRELATE TO REFNO
1075-0-01. PHOTOS ARE OF REMAINS (ROLL 5/FRAME 22) AND AN ENVELOPE WITH

VIETNAMESE ANNOTATIONS (ROLL 5/FRAME 21). CORRELATION BASED ON VIETNAMESE
ANNOTATED NAME, AIRCRAFT TYPE, AND INCIDENT DATE. (REF 11)

11 March 1993

TWO PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE CENTRAL ARMY MUSEUM CORRELATE TO REFNO 1075.
PHOTOS ARE OF TWO VIETNAMESE EXAMINING U/I AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE (ROLL
167 /FRAME 22) WITH VIETNAMESE ANNOTATIONS (ROLL 167/FRAME 23).

CASE: 1075

CORRELATION IS BASED ON TYPE OF AIRCRAFT, PROVINCE AND TIME OF LOSS
ASSOCIATED WITH REFNO 1075. (REF 12)

18 May 1993

ONE PHOTOGRAPH FROM THE CENTRAL ARMY MUSEUM CORRELATES TO REFNO 1075.
PHOTO IS OF A VIETNAMESE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE (ROLL 249/FRAME 10) WHICH
CORRELATES TO REFNO 1075 BASED ON CITY OF INCIDENT, AIRCRAFT TYPE AND
INCIDENT DATE. (REF 13)

15 October 1993

ON 31 AUG 93, THE VIETNAMESE TURNED OVER BRIEF CASE ASSESSMENTS FOR 11
UNRESOLVED CASES. THE ASSESSMENTS WERE IN RESPONSE TO A U.S. LIST OF
LOSSXS FOR WHICH PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE SUGGESTED POSSIBLE SRV KNOWLEDGE
REGARDING THE LOCATION OF REMAINS. ONE OF THESE CASES WAS REFNO 1075, FOR
WHICH THE VIETNAMESE RECOMMENDED FURTHER INVESTIGATION. (REF 14)

E 2 March 1994

IN NOV 92, THE VIETNAMESE PROVIDED A DOCUMENT TITLED "AIRCRAFT SHOOTDOWN

HISTORY OF 350TH HQ (FROM 1965 - 1968 IN HAIPHONG)." LINE ENTRY # 100 OF
THIS DOCUMENT PROBABLY CORRELATES TO REFNO 1075, BASED ON INCIDENT DATE,

ATIRCRAFT TYPE AND LOSS LOCATION. (REF 16)

6 May 1994

ON 14 DECEMBER 1993, THE SRV PROVIDED SEVERAL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO 84
CASES ASSIGNED TO THE JTF-FA SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM (SRT). ONE DOCUMENT
TITLED, "LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHED DECEASED U.S. AIRMEN WHOSE REMAINS HAVE NOT
YET BEEN RECOVERED", PROVIDES INFORMATION CORRELATING TO REFNO 1075, AN
UNRESOLVED CASE. CORRELATION IS BASED ON NAME OF CREWMEMBERS. (REF 17)




21 SEP 1993

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-5025

l ' CASE 1075-0-01

NARRATIVE

ON 6 MARCH 1968, LIEUTENANT COMMANDER RICHARD C. NELSON AND
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER GILBERT L. MITCHELL WERE THE CREW ABOARD AN
A-6A ATTACK AIRCRAFT (SERIAL NUMBER 152922) IN A FLIGHT OF FOUR
ATRCRAFT ON A NIGHT STRIKE MISSION AGAINST TARGETS IN THE HANOI-
HAI PHONG AREA. WHEN THE CREW FAILED TO REPORT IN AS SCHEDULED,
SFARCH AND RESCUE EFFORTS WERE INITIATED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS.
THEIR AIRCRAFT IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN SHOT DOWN IN THE VICINITY
OF GRID COORDINATES XJ734062, HAI PHONG CITY, HAI PHONG PROVINCE.
A 7 MARCH 1968 HANOI RADIO BROADCAST REPORTED THAT AT 1940 HOURS
YESTERDAY, THE PEOPLE’S ARMED FORCES AT HAI PHONG SHOT DOWN AN A-
6 AIRCRAFT OVER HAI PHONG. THE BROADCAST INDICATED THIS WAS THE
200TH AIRCRAFT SHOT DOWN OVER HAI PHONG AND THAT THE PILOTS WERE
KILLED. A 4 JANUARY 1972 NHAN DAN ARTICLE ALSO REPORTED THE
SHOOT DOWN OF AN A-6 AIRCRAFT OVER HAI PHONG ON 6 MARCH 1968.
THE ARTICLE STATED BOTH PILOTS WERE KILLED.

ON 17 JULY 1984, THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT REPATRIATED
REMAINS WITH THE NAME ASSOCIATION OF "GILBERT L. MITCHELL" AND A
PHOTOGRAPH OF A DEAD PILOT. THE NAME "MITCHELL, GILBERT L." WAS
WRITTEN ON THE BACK OF THE PHOTOGRAPH. THE REMAINS WERE
SUBSEQUENTLY IDENTIFIED AS COMMANDER RICHARD C. NELéON BUT THE
PHOTOGRAPH IS BELIEVED TO BE THAT OF LIEUTENANT COMMANDER

MITCHELL.

PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE

CASE 1075-0-01

A U.S. ARCHIVAL RESEARCH TEAM WORKING AT THE CENTRAL ARMED

FORCES MUSEUM IN HANOI LOCATED A COPY OF THE PHOTOGRAPH WHICH THE

VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT HAD TURNED OVER DURING THE JULY 1984

REPATRIATION. THE TEAM ALSO LOCATED A PHOTOGRAPH OF TWO
VIETNAMESE MEN EXAMINING UNIDENTIFIABLE AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE. THE
WRECKAGE APPEARS TO BE A WING EQUIPPED WITH HINGES FOR FOLDING,
AS ON U.S. NAVY AIRCRAFT. VIETNAMESE ANNOTATIONS ON THE BACK OF
THE PHOTOGRAPH INDICATE THAT IT WAS AN A-6 AIRCRAFT SHOT DOWN BY
HAI PHONG TROOPS ON THE NIGHT OF 7 MARCH 1968 AND WAS THE 2000TH

(SIC) AIRCRAFT SHOT DOWN.

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS:
NAME: MITCHELL, GILBERT LOUIS
RANK: LIEUTENANT COMMANDER, U.S. NAVY
DATE OF BIRTH: 10 JULY 1941
RACE: CAUCASIAN
HEIGHT: 1.80 METERS
WEIGHT: 72.5 KILOGRAMS
HAIR: BROWN

EYES: HAZEL

VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT DURING THE
29 SEP 93 COORDINATION MEETING




JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
BOX 64044
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044

vy s6 1075-0-01

T3 Tudng Thudt
vao ngay 6 thang 3 nam 1968, Thidu ta RICHARD C. NELSON va Thiéu

t4 GILBERT L. MITCHELL la phi c6ng trén may bay oanh tac A-6A (s6& hiéu

152922) vao bién doi gém 4 may bay la nhiém vu tan céng ban dém chéng

nhitng muc tiéu & khu vyc Ha NOi va Hai Phong. Khi phi céng khéng lién lac
nht du dinh, sy tim kiém va cip cttu duge bat dau ma khong cé khéng cé két
qua tét. May bay nd duge tin la bi ban roi & pham vi cta toa dé XJ734062,
thanh phé Hai Phong tinh HAL Phong. Mot thdng bao cua dai phat thanh Ha
Noi vao ngay 7 thang 3 namu 1968 bao la, trong lic 19 gio 40 ngay qua,
quan dan & HAai Phong bin roi mot may bay A-6 ¢ trén Hai Phong. Théng bao
cho biét la chidc may bay la may bay thd 200 ma bi bén roi ¢ trén Hai
phong va c& hai nguoi lai bi giét. Bai bao nhan dan vao ngay 4 thang 1 ném
1972 ciing bao vé vu bin roi cia may bay A-6 O trén HAi Phong vao ngay b6
thang 3 nim 1968. Bai bao nay cho biét la cai hai ngudi lai bi giét.

vao ngay 17 thang 7 nam 1984, chinh phti viét Nam héi hudng hai cét
vdi sy lién quan tén "GILBERT L. MITCHELL" va moét cai &nh cua nguoi lai

chét. cai tén "MITCHELL; GILBERT L." dugc viét & trén sau cai anh. Hai
¢6t nay dugc dong nhat hoad nhu Truné ta RICHARD C. NELSON nhung ma cai anh
duge tin la cta Thiéu ta MITCHELL.

Mot doi nghién c&g~ luu tri lam & Pién bao tang quén doi & Ha NOi

phat hién mot ban chep cdu cai anh ma chinh pha viét Nam da dua ra vao

cusc hdi hudng vao thang 7 nam 1984. Doi ciing phat hién mét cai anh ma

chinh pht viét Nam da dwa ra vao thang 7 ndm 1584. poi ciing phat hién mét
cai anh cla 2 ngudi o6ng kiém tra chiéc xac may bay khong dugc déng nhit
hoa. Chifc xac hinh nhu 1a cai canh ma cé ban 1é dé gadp nhu may bay HAai
quan My. Cai viét Viét Nam & trén sau cho biét 1a may bay A-6 bi quan doi
Hai Phong b&n roi vao dém ngay 7 thang 3 nam 1968 va la may bay tht 2000

(sic) bi ban roi.

Nhitng chi tiét lién guan sau day:

Ho va tén: MITCHELL, GILBERT LOUIS
cap bac: tThidu ta, HAL quan My
Ngay sinh:  10/07/1941

ching téc: Da trang

chiéu cao: 1.80 mét
Can nang: 72.5 ki
Mau t
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